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March 16, 1533, and with eloquent, ardent words,
he laid before the assembly the whole political
situation, its gravity, and its possibilities. He showed
how the entire Hanseatic trade was endangered by
the commerce of the Netherlands in the Baltic. He
urged the bold scheme that Llibeck should take
forcible possession of the Sound, and thus hold In
its own hands the key to that sea.

It was a scheme which had often crossed the minds
of the Liibeck councillors, but which since the days
of Waldemar Atterdag they had never tried to carry
into effect, recognizing probably that the might of
the League was not great enough to retain such a
point of vantage, even if their physical force sufficed
to gain it.

Wullenweber's eloquence and self-confidence, how-
ever, carried the day. The next thing was to consider
the matter of funds. Jiirgen reminded his hearers
of the silver and gold ornaments and church decora-
tion confiscated by the State in consequence of the
Reformation. These he said could be melted down.
As before, he was listened to and obeyed. He spared
nothing in his zeal, even the colossal chandelier of
St. Mary's Church had to go into the melting pot to
make cannons. So much for the funds. It was now
needful to find the men. This was no arduous task.
Liibeck was a favourite resort for the mercenaries
who in those times roamed the world in search of
adventure and pay. Among these men were Max
Meyer, a native of Hamburg, destined to become the
condottiere of the League in its last war.

The figure of Max Meyer is a most romantic one.